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I. GENERAL

A. Hgathex Conditions Statistics obtalned from U.S. Weather
service - La Crosse, Wisconsin

2974
July 1.76 332 - 101 S0 5.9 728
4,20 3.02 - 89 a7 68,4 71.4
1.40 3.38 - 82. a 56,9 6l.8
1.9 2.05 - ™ 20 90.4 Sl.8
1.11 1.45 2.2 67 18 I7.4 B4
1.39 1.04 10.1 42 7 26.6 21.8
Jan. 1.50 «96 18.8 41 =10 18.1 1l6.1
Fab. 1.7 <87 20.1 40 -22 18.7 20.0
March 2,14  2.02 18.1 49 -10 24.5 3l.1
fpril 6,07 | 2.63 3.9 €8 15 41.4 47.6
May 252 370 - 92 38 62.3 99.0
June @ 2.88 4.4 - 92 45 68.9 68.5



~ B. Habitak Conditions
1. Water

Highest Lowest Average Dates Of Dates Of
Nenth Level Level Level High level ___ Low Level
1974
July 6.6 4.3 4,9 1 16
August 5.6 4.6 5,00 22 2,18,19,28
September 5.2 4.7 4,86 10 3,12,13,20,
2225

October 5.2 4.6 4,88 30,31 23

“ Hovember 5.2 4.5 4.93 10-12 15
Dec. 5.3 4.5 4.7 16-18 12,27
4975
January - - - - -
Febuary 5.7 5.6 5,65 2 27
March 6.6 5.6 5.89 27 12-14
April 14.0 5.2 8.10 ) 5
May 14.5 7.9 10,88 1,2 27-29
June 9.3 6.3 8.13 28,29 12
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mucmmmwmmxmm
satbacks FY75, all of which are described in the following
report. DA sctivities centered around one of six categoriess
environmental education, enforcement, wildlife and public use in-
vontories, studies, and refuge maintenance. It was & year of in-
creased mumbers and use days for canvasbacks. Unlike last year, il-
legal shooting of canvasback was on the increase despite the same
protective measures. The Great River Eavirommental Action Team
(GREAT) was established to develop a total river menagement system
incorporating ell resources and agencles involved.

Efforts owntinued in attempting to the refuge programs and
objectives to the local refuge commmni Approximately 5,900
WMW National Wildlife Week,

Wmmeu..‘ﬁ scellaneous slide presenta-

tions. The refuge participated in the Sport~U-Fama and a Bicentennial
Scout Show.

mmumnmmm-mmm ilong
with the normal hunting and ng violations ceme such things as
snowvmoblile snd cabin trespass, egal tree cutting, placement of
mdmmmlm and the dumping of sewmlll wastes
n e

The monitoring of wildlife populastions continued, particularly re-
garding bird migrations and a special study with the distriet heron
and agret rookery, now in its fourth yeer of data collactions

Some abnormal weather conditions existed during the year. Snowfall
amounted to 73.2 inches wmmm
f&tbpciwmlm‘é y and a low of -22°F Fm
mm;rmmw ctm varied less than 2] ft. Thu
minimal flows were jolted only by spriny runoff in /pril, May, and
MM%MMI:&M Precipitation in April was 3.44 in.

Personnel changes included the asddition of Ken Butts as district Manager.

The role of the district staff and the day-to-day routine seems to
be geared more and more to the actions of the public. Instead of
initiating activities and programs, we are often forced into reacting
and responding to events and unexpected developments as OCCUTe
Part of this problem lies with the wvulnerability of the district ®©
tremendous “people pressure” mofmmumwofm

district to a substantial human populstion. in the district
over the last ten have heen substantial. we are to continue
providing visble fe habitst and meeting ufugo objectives, some

very wise and enexgetic leadership will be necessary to meet the un-
predictable future.
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II. WILDLIFE

A MIGRATORY BIRDS»
1. Materfow)

a. Dugks: Spring floods in 1974 were about normal, cresting at
9.6 ft. on April 19. This led to a moderate amount of duck nest
destruction and renesting, and then unseasonal rainfall in June
caused a late river crest of over 10 ft. on June 17. The late
flood was undoubtedly quite destructive in terms of duck nests
and overall production. Brood count transects, however, revealed
all nesting species experienced substantial production increases
over FY 1974 levels; both size and number of bpoods increased for
all species. Production of wood duck was 2,085 - up 81% over the
FY 1974 figure; mallard production was 1,972 - up 10¥; blue-winged
teal production was 88 - up 47%; and hooded merganser production
was 72 ~ up 44% over the previous year.

Breeding populations in the spring of 1975 all species were ;
apparently above last year's estimates. A river stage of 14.5 ft.
(nearly 3 ft. sbove flood stage) in late April - early SMay
undoubtedly destroyed numerous mallard and some teal nests. Hopefully
renesting efforts will maintain production levels in FY 1976.

Fall migrants were first recorded on August 21 when 650 blue-winged
teal and migrating black ducks and mallards were observed in Pool

7. Other initial fall sightings by species are as follows: 8/26 -
wi 3 8/28 - wood duck; 9/10 - pintail; 9/12 - green-winged teal;
10/2 - lesser scaups 10/3 - ring-neck duck; 10/4 - shoveler, canvas=-
bakk, bufflehead, ruddy duck; 10/9 - gadwall, redhead; 10/18 -
common scoter, American merganser, goldeneye; 10/25 - white-winged
scoter; and 11/7 - old squaw and hooded merganser.

The weekend of 10/12 was the pivotal point when diver numbers
exceeded dabbler mumbers. The switch was caused by a sharp decline
in numbers of teal, widgeon, and wood duck, and a simultaneous
drastic increase in populations of canvasback, scaup, and ring-neck
ducks. Vood duck numbers peaked at an estimated 4,500 and blue-winged
teal at 5,000 about 9/14, and widgeon mmbers reached 29,125 on 10/9
before dropping sharply shead of an approaching cold front later
that week. The fall peak population for all ducks was 189,473

on 10/26. This represents a 33 increase over the FY 1974 peak

of 141,600 on 11/3/73. Diving ducks comprised S7% of the peak

total compared with 82% in FY 1974.

Canvasback populations continued their spectacular increase on
the district. The peak ground count of 117,750 "cans" on 10/25
represented a 63.59% increase over the FY 1974 peak of 72,000.
Comparable aerial surveys for the two years revelas 125,000 in
FY 1975, up 25K over the previous year's count of 100,000. A
discussion of the canvasback studies on the district is found in
section 5 of this report.
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Although the La Crosse District in the past few years has become

an increasingly important migration stop for diving ducks, both
widgeon and mallard numbers increased this gear over FY 1974 levels.
Widgeon numbers this year peaked at 29,100 on 10/9, compared to a
FY 1974 peak of 22,600 on 10/6. A record count of 24,250 mallards
was r;oordnd on 11/15/74, compared to the FY 1974 peak of 15,600

on 10/31.

After the duck population peak of 189,473 was reached on 10/26,
numbers dropped to 147,000 - 149,000 for the next two weeks and
then with freeze-up plumeted to 2,200 by the second week of
December., The winter population consisted of around 700 mallards,
% or 6 black ducks, 9 wood ducks, and a goldeneye. These birds
fed in open water areas near the Onalaska and French Island dike
spillways, Isle La Plume, Goose Island, Hiswatha Islands, and in
s couple of residential areas where people sometimes provided
COIMe

A hint that spring migration was coming was a sighting of 2
goldeneyes on 3/7. Then on 3/77, 80 common mergansers, 5
canvasbacks, and 9 goldeneyes appeared and migration was soon in
full swing. Other first arrival dates were as follows: 3/18 -
lesser scaupy 3/20 - redhead, ring-necked duck; 3/28 - pintail,
widgeon, wood duck, bufflehead, hooded merganser, ruddy duck; and
4/3 - blue-winged teal, shoveler. Waterfowl numbers bullt
steadily into April with canvasbacks peaking at 21,250 on 4/15 and
scaup at 46,250 on 4/22, The spring peak of 70,664 ducks was
reached on 4/22. This compares to a peak of 74,350 on 4/6 of last
year. The most obvious difference was a peak of only 4,650 ring-
necks this year compared to a peak of over 16,000 last year. Also,
as discussed in Section V, canvasback numbers continued to increase.

The spring migration was over by 5/15. The resident breeding
population was estimated at 2,560 -~ 1,800 mallards, 450 wood
ducks, 300 blue-winged teal, and 10 hooded mergansers. As
discussed in Section V, wood duck breeding populations were up
substantially above the FY 1974 level.

be %: About 80-90 adult Canada geese resided on the district
during summer, primarily at the Badger State Sportsmen Club
facilities on Goose Island and a few at Brices Prairie. Estimated
production was 52, compared to 30 in FY 1984. These giamt Canadas
are semi-domesticated birds; no truely wild geese are known to
breed on the district.

The first fall migrant Canada geese were observed on §/28. Their
numbers increased steadily throughout the fall to a peak of 2,735
on 11/22, About 700 lingered into the second week of December
when practically all open water disappeared. Two immature blue
geese were observed on 10/2. A flock of about 35 snow geese
remained in Lake Onalaska during the first two weeks of October,
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mewse!3u4mmmmmly

November, wmmmymmmmmx«tmm

mnmofmcmmunmmcxwmsm
fir

Spring migration of Canada geese was st noted on 3/17 when a flock
of 40 was seen on Round Lake. Numbers increased to a 4/5 pesk of
1,010, By 4/19, all migrants were gone. No snow or blue geese
were sighted in the spring of FY 1975,

Ce Whistling swans appeared unusually early this year,
when Dr. William Green bserved a flock of 50 in Lake Onalaska on
9/12, These moved on quickly and the next sighting was of a lone
individual on 10/2. The population pesked at 365 on 11/22, and 125
mmmmmummzmmm
forced them on. Hnmmmmhumum.w
1 to 2 birds, possibly carrying shot, remained in the Onalaska
Spillway area well into February, first spring swan observation
was on 3/28 near La Crosse (Pool 8). The spring peak of 2,175
occurred on 4/15, and the swan use days for FY 1975 amounted to
22,960, M!mtﬁaﬂwﬂtﬂuotnm«umw

8 peak of 508, Swan use of the La Crosse District fluctustes from
year to year, possibly because the district is on the southern
edge of their migration path. Most swan use is in Lake Cnalaska
and the western part of the Wisconsin Islands Closed Area.

do Coots and Gallinules: Coot migrants weve first noted on

9/10, and numbers increased rapidly to a record peak of 109,000

on 11/1 (compared to a FY 1974 peak of 52,800 on 10/6). Literally
Mefwmﬂsefﬁuaduymmw&mm
mmmmmmuwem-mummsw
area. Spring migrants were seen 3/20 and another record peak of
«,mmmme.wumnlmmﬁua.m.
mwmm.mmmm.mdnmm
young were produced. mmnumpmmmmm
me:mumammmnum“mnum.
effects on habitat, and food supply, etcs is a subject which may
merit investigation.

mmmﬂmn{ninMIBiawmm

. 8 included one in Target Lake on 7/11, one near
La Crescent on » and five in Brown's Island ares (iovc Pool 8)
on 5/8, Resident population was estimated to be about 30 for this
secretive bird, with production spproximately 10.

2. Qthez Watex Birde:
a. Rallss Muﬂmimnymmuum.



with sightings becoming very frequent mid-September and an
Mnmmmulm of 2,500°wznng about 10/5. Soras
ﬁwwmxymwmmtmn.mm1

No sightings of Virginia ralls were made in FY 1975, although
it is possible that a few were present.

b. Egrets: The adult population of was about 175
in July. An estimsted 94 young were produced in the Root River
bottoms rockery. The peak population of 300 was estimsted in
Mwmmlmmﬁo!mfﬂlmcbcmﬁmu/%
Egrets returned on 3/28, their mumbers peaking at about 250 in
early May and then leveling off again to less than 200. For more
details on great egrets see Section V pf this report.

Cattle eqrets made an appearance on 5/5 when three were observed
near some cattle (surprisel) on a grazing unit near Stoddard,
Wisconsin (Pool 8).

Ce - i ¢ The 1974 summer adult

population was est at 906, and & production of was _
calculated. A peak of 1,800 was reached on 8/31, and the ation
gradually decreased during the fall and disappeared by 11/25. The
first epring sighting occurred on 3/16 near Goose Island. The

spring peak of 1,300 was reached on 5/3, and the 1975 summer adult
population leveled off at about 1,100. For more details, check
Section V of this weport.

Ttul?ﬂmpe‘pulatlma!m-nuﬁﬁtdﬁm.
and production was also estimated st 200. The peak population of
400 was reached on 8/31, and the last fall sighting was made on

10/15, The first spring sighting was on 5/2, and the population
increased to an estimated 160 by the end of FY 1975.

An estimated 6 adult ygllow-crowned nicht heror were present on the
district in 1974, with a production of 4 young. Sightings of young
birds in the sloughs between Target Lake and the mouth of the Root
Rimlﬁkdo%thhmﬂmmmokmmmmm
in favor of a new (and yet undiscovered) location. Even though 6
"yellow-crawns” were seen near the Shore Acres rookery on 4/30,

no nesting activity was noted there and the adult population level

for the summer was estimated to remain at 6.

=iack-crowned night herons were seen infrequently in July and August,
and again in May, District population is estimated at 5 to 6.

No sightings of lgast bitterns were recorded this year,
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Amezican bittexng were seen infrequently in late summer and early
fall of 1974, with an estimated population of 4 to 6 recorded for
thn;ypc;';:. No observations were recorded during the last half
of 1

d.
m -~

-

nd_Grebes Only 2 sightings of were made
tho!dmlchmsmmg?w!ﬁmm
bes reached a peak population of 175 on 10/19, and

the last ng was on 11/30, Spring migrants appeared on 3/28

- with the population reaching 100 on 4/19. No nesting was known

to occur this year, but may have simply gone undetected.

Sightings of lone were made on 10/19 and 11/9, and
spring observations included 2 on 4/7, 12 on 4/22, and ¢ on 4/30.

Eazed grebes, listed as "sccidental” on the UMR birdlist, were seen
on two days. Six were seen on 4/15 - 2 in Pool 8 and 4 in Pool 7,
and 2 were seen in Pool 7 (Spring Slough) on 4/22.

100 herring gulls through most of October. The ring-billed was
last seen on 12/7, and reappeared on 3/15. None were sighted after
5/25. Herring gulls had moved out by 12/1, returned on 3/15, and
were not observed after 5/17.

- were pighted only in the v - late April and
early s 20 being observed in Pool 7 on 5/1.

were present in small mumbers (3 to 5) in late summer
and again late April. were seen in spring and summer,
with 2 peak of 400 in late Yo were also present in
sunmer and spring, with an estimated peak of 50 on 5/3. W
Bs were identified on 4/30 when 6 were seen in Pool 8. x
simllarity to common terns may result in occasional mix-ups in
casual identification of the two species.

8. m?“ The more common shorebirds that are cbserved all
yaar except mid-winter ave killldeer and common snlpc. Spotted
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pers are also common from spring through early fall. Lgsser
g were observed in flocks of up to 50 birds in spring and

» and smaller numbers of grgater vellowlegs were also
Mugthuopoﬂo«. Three greater yellowlegs were observed

in Pool 7 on 8/21 thus representing a rare summer sighting.

4. s At least a few mouxning doves were apparently present
on the district during the entire year. Approximate fall and
spring peaks were 400 and 300, respectively. The lingering winter
population of 25 were in the Brices Prairie area. District
personnel again conducted an annual dove call count survey in an
inland portion of Vernon County, Wisconsin, on 5/29. Thirteen
doves were heard, which represents a sharp increase over the 1974
figure of 4 and a slight increase over the average of the past
few years.

B. UPLAD G BIRDS: \

No truly wild zing-necked pheasants sre known to occur on the

district, although some are stocked on the Northern Engraving
Company hunting area adjacent to the refuge near La Crescent, Minnesota.
An estimated 25 were present on the refuge in mid-October, and ."i
hunter and natural mortality reduced the figure to 5bynid-8m Ly
Total use days were estimated to be 2,415 for the year. I

is the primary upland game bird on the district in
terms of mnbtrs, habitat, and hunter pressure. Their populations
were apparentl iathomofl?ﬂ,pouibiyd«hnpr«im
nild winter. numbers were estimated at 80 in August, and
dcelimdhaﬂgmof:bbmem. Annual use days amounted to
17,115,

is a marginal species on the district, apparently
due to ¢l and habitat factors. One covey has persisted on an
upland island near Goose Island, with an estimated 25 present in
late summer, Estimated use days totaled 6,230, The sbove-average
snow depth in the winter of 1975 may have jeopardized survival of
the token quail population.

C. BIG GAME AUINALS:

(White~tailed deer) A summary of white-tailed deer use and population
information on the district is summarized in the following table.

Deer losses are due primarily to movement off the refuge during winter.
Duck hunters and fur trappers tend to scatter the deer in late fall.
After spring floods, some deer return to islands in the river bottoms
and remain until late fall. Deer that remain ell year sre found
primarily in the larger and more isolated land aress including the
Root and Black Eivers' bottoms, and Goose Island.



s

. ‘ M M “HNo. M‘!
5371 Produced Present Tske  Losses k‘
- 20 0. 20, ) 0.

D

FIR ANIMALS, PREDATORS, RODENTS AND OTHER MAMMALS:

Buskratg:s ©On 21 the fall muskrst inventory was conducted
mmdmutg/mmmnvmuﬁmmmm
Sample area #1 -- Lawrence Lake 497 houses
Sample area #2 -- Braun's Island 204 houses
mm:-.m..-mummmm.rm
M xbvious] preduc« questionable results. Following is a
atIve covering the past 7 years which gives an
mm»tmmwmmdm
1068 | 1969 | 1970 | 1971 § 1972 ;| 19713 , 1974
Sample
Avea #1 99 92 a7 361 451 233 497
Sample
Arvea #2 201 152 281 293 336 170 204
Estimated
Pape | 56,799 44,823 103,574 106,927 127,000| a,auL 101,898
Take 36,000 33,000 aa.oub 55,000 m.oaq 3,330 60,814
No. of

Unreliability of the figures becomes obvious
example, in 1973 trapper take {which is only

this was

3’ and
number) mzymmwnmi‘mn
In 1974 fewer muskrats were harvasted

enmmumm(mmhmmn

115 more trappers than 1973, Ammuﬁmhw
one that would somehow consider water levels -~ muskrats

more than one house etc. Exanmination of 515 muskrat pelts
indicated that 75X were immature. Muskrats from Goose Island, o

heavily trapped area, exhibited a higher
(M)wummwa'-mm(w where pressure

nm

of immatures

mm.mu.wymmm

compared to 44 the previous year.
Actual population are very difficult to estimate because of on-

uml

and-off refuge movement due to fluctuating water levels.

harvested 54
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Beaver: The 1974 beaver survey was not completed due to excessive
snow depth making travel very difficult, and other unfortunate
circumstances. OUbservations indicated that populations were high,
partially because the Wisconsin portion of the district was

closed to trapping the previous year. Beaver season on the
Minnesota portion o the refuge was closed this - year because of the
late season set by the stite (waste of fur)., In spite of very

low prices, 450 beaver were trapped in the Wisconsin portion. This
figure is similar to the 1973 harvest of 425, except that both
states were open that year. District inventory plans, optimum
population levels, and trapping programs are being questioned in
order to provide a set of management goals.

Eed Fox populations were again under heavy hunter - trapper pressure
due to high fur prices ($30 plus). Only three were reported
trapped, but hunters took many more. An estimated peak population
of 50 in September was reduced to 20 by early April., At least

two fox dens were noted in February in an area northwest of Goose
Island, and occasional fox observations were recorded including

one in June on Goose Island.

M continue to sporadically utilize district habitat.
onsiderable otter activity, as evidenced by tracks and slides,
occurred in the Shingle Creek area of Pool 7 in early February. A
male otter was found dead in a gill net near Goose Island in early
June. A maximum of 10 otter probably wander on and off the refuge,
primarily in the Koot and Black Kivers' bottomlands.

Laccoon populations thrive on the district in spite of heavy

hunter - trapper pressure due partially to high fur prices. Trappers
reportedly took 87 raccoons on the district, and many more were
harvested by hunters and by trappers operating near tributaries

and other areas adjacent to the refuge.

Skupks may have declined slightly over last year's population level.
At least no rables problem re-occurred and none were reported trapped.

All indications are that %ﬂm and oppogsum populations
increased last year, as evi by an increase in sightings and
road kills, Trappers reported taking 50 oppossums compared to 15
in FY 1974, 2 in FY 1973, and none in FY 1972, Hoodchuck numbers
were estimated at 90 in the spring of FY 1975, Most are found on
higher islands such as Goose Island where flooding does not evict
them every year.
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The zed-tailed hawk is the only hawk that is observed on the
district yesr around. Most other hawk species were observed
primsrily in spring and fall including the following:

L2 -

and
were seen quite regularly ,

as many as 3 in one day, from early January through April 10.
Two red-shouldered hawks were observed in the Black River bottoms
6/6. Their vocalizations and behavior make it possible that these
were nesting individuals, which would apparently be a refuge
" first”. future invest igation into the possibility
will be rtaken next spring. ; ' were sighted
occasionally in spring and summer, but probably no more than 4
were present at any one time.

Osprev sightings totaled ten, the earliest being on 8/21 and
continuing sporadically into mid-October, and the only spring
observation was made 4/19.

Bald sagles were first observed on 8/16 (possibly a summer resident
from Pool 9), and the population peak of 28 were counted 12/9.
Four eagles were still present 1/6, but apparently only two
remained the entire winter. Spring migrants were not noticed until
3/26. The spring peak was observed on 4/3, when 30 were counted.

One gwl was observed near the Black River in La Crosse on
10/19, and undoubtedly made a few passes over the district before
moving on.

heard in the fore ands of the district. Barred owls
mbyfuthomstmnbudafpmfemdinm&htﬂct.

_ guls were likely presented in small numbers, but no
observations were made this year.

The ¢row was present on the district in varying numbers
thro ut the year. A peak of 700 was estimated in mid-September,
and a low of 100 remaimed in early January.

F. QIHER BIRDS: Huby-throated hummingbizds were observed twice
on the district, including once near the district service facility.

A mﬁhmm; was sighted in an area north of Goose Island

on 12/12. As usual, warblers utilized the district habitation in
tremendous mumbers during migration, with myrtle warblers, American
redstarts, and warbling vireos being among the most obvious in spring.
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G. FISH: Fishing visits to the La Crosse District this year
totaled 205,000 amounting to 844,000 activity hours. Sport
fishing joccurs year around, most heavily concentrated in the
main channel behind the dams but also seasonally important in
backwater areas, and is easily the largest public activity ;on
the refuge. Species harvested include bluegill, crapple, large
mouth and smallmouth bass, walleye, northern pike, sauger, yellow
pexch, and catfish. Commercial fishing is also important, and

it is regulated by the fisherman's resident state. Carp, buf!tlo.
and catfish comprise most of the commexcial catch.

LES A IANS: [Reptiles and amphibians beceme
1mct1vo hy nrly qubor, whan air and water temperatures
hovered near freezing. Spring peepers were first heard about
4/10. The first spring observation of “herptiles” occurred
4/15 when two map turtles were sighted sunning on logs.

Wisconsin DNR personnel initiated a study, including some
fieldwork on the district, concerning populations of leopard
frogs. Apparently their populations are in jeopardy in certain
areas, possibly due to a disease problem. Rewults of the study
are not known at this time.

I DISEASEs Dutch olm digease is becoming more obvious ion the
district as scattered groups of dead trees are found. Adjacent
private land owners are particularly affected, and some have
peinted a finger at the refuge as responsible for their dead
elms. The district contains 4,000 - 4,500 acres of mature
bottomland forest, 20-25% of which is comprised of American Elm.
Any type of control or clean-up program is prohibitive in terms
of cost, and justification from a wildlife standpoint is
questionable.

J. INSECTS: Nothing significant to report.

None observed in FY 1975.
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111. REFUGE DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE

A« PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT: A wildlife observation - nature apprecia-~
tion foot trail on Goose Island was both planned and constructed in
FY75. Work-study student Terri Anderson planned most of the trail in
August, 1974. Clearing, sign varnishing, and sign erection were com-
pleted in June with the help of the summer work crew. The trail is

0u3 - 0.4 mi. long, presently contains 21 interpretive signs (more

will likely be added), and takes participants through or by several
habitat types including a marsh frequented by numerous wildlife species.

Trail stations were designed to allow removal of the wooden signs
during winter to lengthen life of the signs and discourage vandalism.
The signs were also varnished %o help prevent weathering.

The trail is located just across a road which parallels the public
campground on Goose Islend, and is also near the developed county
pazk portion of the island. Vandaliem, primarily from youth which
use the areas as an after-school and weekend "hangout”, is a continu-
ous problem on Goose Island for both refuge and county facilities.
For this reason the location of the nature trail was not marked by
roadside signs. The campground concessionaire was encouraged to in-
form campers of the trail and its availability. The ides was to more
or less reserve the trail for use by family campground users, at
least for the first summer or until success snd problems of the trail
could be evaluated. Future plans call for a printed brochure on the
trail to be made availsble at the campground and possible a "low-key"
sign for the roadside beginning of the trail.

New wildlife observation - meture appreciation foot trail station
and user on Goose Island. District Slide H163 (KB).
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An area of cattle trespass was discovered in the Black River
bottoms (Peol 7) in late summer of FY75. Further investigation
revealed that approximately 200 acres of refuge lands were being
illegally graszed and trampled, and evidence of habitat degradation--
lack of understory, a browse line, cow trails and a generally
trampled look--was evident to verying degrees on different aress.
The guilty farmer was very surprised over our concern because he
had been turning his cattle into the bottoms for nearly ten years,
letting them wander across property lines at will, end no one had
ever before shown any concern or even acknowledged the presence of
the cattle. We explained thet the grazing had juet not been pre-
viously discovered by UMk personnel due to the remote locetion and
the large size of the ares we patrol.

The farmer agreed to install and maintain a three-wire fence along
the refuge boundary if we would furnish the material. Fence
supplies were ordered from GSA and the § mile of boundary was
surveyed, marked, and cleared. In early June the fence was con-
structed by the fammer with limited assistance and supervision
district personnel. The real test will be when the Black River
cods, 28 it does at least once each spring. Hopefully, the ex-
pensive fence will stand tight and with limited maintenance keep
on protecting refuge habitat for many years to come.

Development of Wildeat Landing (Pool 8), which is under lease to
Houston County, Mlnnesota, continued during the year. The 2.3 acres
of Fi#S lands lved are 1y dredged spoil material (formerly
marsh -- thanks Corps ##l). Construction of new picnic tables
shelters, restrooms, and parking areas were the primsry accomplish-
ments. District personnel attempted to monitor the project to in-
sure that the county didn't get carried awey with development,
spreading soil into mershes for parking lots ete.

Several attempts were made to close s crude road along the south-
west border of Goose Island to motorized vehicular traffic. The
road was badly deterlorating into little more than a litter-collecting
lover's lane where incidents of vehicles becoming stuck in mudholes
were becoming very frequent. OCld highway guard posts were used on
several futile attempts to barricede the road. Even addition of
concrete to the post holes was insufficient to prevent the posts
from being pushed over, pulled up, broken off, or simply driven
around after knocking over a few trees and shrubs. Apparentl
mﬂtha%ldﬂﬂnﬂelomﬂnmjmnnahzw
to remove any obstructions that we could devise. The shallow water
table was the primary hindrance to installation of solid roadblocks.
Other steps are currently being taken to solve the problem.

The only other signiflicant refuge development was acquisition of
2-way radio capsbilities for the district. Two portable Motorola
"hand sets" were obtained in November. These contain Wisconsin DIR
channels and were thus useful during the latter part of the duck
season. A 4-channel radio having both Wisconsin and Minnesota
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channels was installed in the 1971 Plymouth wegon on 3/31. The set
up was then completed when a 1975 Plymouth wagon, complete. wlth
4-channel radio, was put into sezvice on the district on 5/19. The
radio capsbllities great)y improved cocperation and cooxdination
with state personnel, ssved many miles of driving, improved work
efficiency of district persomnel, and will be a2 tremendous baost
to law snforcement efforts.

erippled (sho bims. meuuectodd‘a-ingm soason, Dead
amwnkmgoodemﬂitimmgimtoﬂaemmm
teanm (discussed further in Section V), Other dead waterwl were
donated to the Biology Department at the University of Wisconson-

La Crosge. Live waterfowl were given to Mr. Charles Morgen of

La Crosse, who has a Federal Salvage Permit and facilities to attempt
bringing erippled waterfowl back to health for releasse. Unfortunately,
mo crippled canvasback or redheads survived, but mmerous dabblexs
particularly mallards were nursed back to health.

Do  CONIRGE LETALION: None this year.
Eo ELADED DIBIUNG: None this year.

Asst, District Hgr, Peter Smith posting canvasback warning sign.
Much of district maintensnce work consists of posting activitles.
District slide AX46 (KB)



IV. RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

A. GHAZING: Four permits covering 94 head of cattle for
277.58 amimal unit 'months were terminated October 31, 1975.
Revenue from this use amounted to $555.16 of which all but
$111.71 went to the Corps of neers because of land ownership.
Down payments totaling $115.00 ($21.00 to FWS) were actually collected
at the time of pemmit issuance in #pril, 1974, but are included
in the $555.16 figure. Four pemmits for cattle grazing were issued
in May, 1975, at which time down payments totaling $80.00 were
collected, all of which went to the corps.

%
LS

B. HAYING: DNone this year. b

C. EWR _HABVEST: On the basis of fur catch reports which each
refuge trapper is required to submit, the estimated take of
furbearers during the 1974-75 season (based on 88% return) is
indicsted as follows: i

Humber Numbex Take/  Price/ Price
Species Irappers ~Eaken  Izapper Jnimal EHecelved
Muskrat 563 60,140 107 2.38 § 143,135.00
Mink 43 84 1.9 9.88 804,72
Beaver 46 %450 9.8 11.64 $,238.00
Faccoon 33 87 2.6 10,70 930,90
Oppossum 12 50 4,2 1.13 56465
Fox 2 3 1.3 26,67 80,00
Skunk —— - o w—

*The refuge has a ten beaver limit, however, this regulstion is not
easily checked or enforced. Our beaver estimste is based on data
obtained from the state which requires registration of all beaver taken.
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The number of trappers this year increased tremendously (262 in FY72,
460 in FY74, 563 in FY75) even though fur prices were not signifi-
cantly higher than last year. This increase in trapper pressure .
likely resulted in a higher percentage of the muskrats being taken
and definitely resulted in many muskrats being trapped from areas
which were only lightly (4f at all) trapped in previous years. At
the end of FY75 some indications were that the heavy trapping
pressure in combination with the heavy spring and early summer
floods may have resulted in a lower furbearer population in FY76.
Froblems associated with heavy ! ng pressure on the district
are discussed further in Section VI of this report.

At present we do not have reliable important biological data on
existing furbearer populations, optimum population levels, cptimum
haxrvest levels, effects of harvest (or lack of harvest) on fur-
bearer populations, etc. Our present trapping regulations thus
largely ignore the ecological role of furbearer in the refuge eco-
system and tend to be based more on sociological than ecological
considerations. With present priorities and finances, prospects
of improvement in the furbearer management program are not particu-
larly bright.

ot

None this year.

ST N

S bl £

JOMMERCIAL FIS Gill net, set line, and seine operation on
the district were ucted throughout the year by 8 to 12 part-time
commercial fishermen. 4All commercial fishing is regulated by the
fishermen's resident state; no refuge permit is required. Success
was variable in different seasons and areas, but was generally
below normal. Again this year the most spectaculsr catches
{up to 200,000 lbs.) were made during winter when rough fish such
as carp tend to school in certain asreas. Prices were generally
fair, although some fishermen complained about competition from com-
mercial fish farm operations. Many commercial fishermen complain
about the increasing difficulty of boat access and poor fishing
success in formerly productive areas due to increased siltation in
backwater areas.

F. OTHER USES: Two permits for the operation of fish float
concessions below Lock & Dams 6 and 7 at $50.00 each.

One pexmit for operation of a boat livery in Lawrence Lake (Pool 8)
at $50.00.

Thirteen boathouse mooring sites (FWS lands) in Lawrence Lake at
$10.00 each.

Pemmit to Northern Natural Gas Company for a pipeline metering station.

Permit to the Houston County, Minnesota, Park Department for devel-
opment of a park and recreation area at Wildcat Creek landing.
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Permit to the Badger State Sportsmen Club of La Crosse, Wisconsin,
for a "conservation” project on Goose Island. With the prohibition
of releasing ducks on the refuge coming in late FY74, the club is
currently contemplating an attempt to build a nesting population of
giant Canada geese on private lands in the Coon Creek valley area
of Vernon County, Wisconsin, using their flock of semi-domestic
geese as stock. Refuge personnel have continued to encourage the
club to search for private lands to serve as the club's base, since
there is a good possibility that their pemmit will not be renewed
after its 1980 expiration. In December it was discowvered that feed
was being placed outside the club's goose pens which, in combinatin
with some flowage from their artesian well, was possibly holding a
flock of mallards that otheswise would have migrated. A stemn
letter, in conjunction with personal contacts, remedied the situation.
A letter was mumud sent to the club which outlined future
specific dates for shutting off the well, placing the geese inside
their building, eliminating all feed from the area, etc.

Administration of Corps Permitg~-

According to the 1961 General Plan and Cooperative Agreement between
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U, S, Figh and Wildlife
Service, administration of Corps pemits and Special Use Licenses

is to be a responsibility of the Service. Approximately 215 permits
for road and power sasements, docks, boathouses, moorage sites, and
concessions are handled by district personnel. Of these pemmits,
about 137 are for boathouses found mostly im Pool 8 on the Minnesota
bank of the Mississippi River.

For background information, bosthouses are generslly "poor man's
floating cottages;" a home away from home. Many bristle with modezn
conveniences such as electricity for stoves, refrigerators, lights,
heaters, televisions, ete. The boathouse owner is typicelly interested
in river activities and finds his boathouse an unrestricted base for
relaxation and recreation. For years these structures have been a
part of the scenery, and no one really noticed if their housekeeping
was sloppy or their genersl appearance shoddy.

Most boathouses are of wooden construction with tarpaper or sheet-
metal covering. Windows and a front and back door are usually
found, and some accomo@ate boat moorage inside. Aside from gesthe~
tics degradation, wildlife habitat reduction, exclusive occupation
of shoreline fish and fishing habitat, and hesdaches with possible
sbandonment; structures themselves may not be as hamful as associ-
ated activities that often accompany their presence.

Permit viclations have never been strictly enforced in the past.
Priorities and manpower shortages were likely the principasl reasons.
As a result many boathouse owners are indifferent to simple permit
requirements such as registering bosthouses, soliciting pemission
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to move locations or build new structures, and putting permit num~
bers on their structures. Some flatly refuse to cooperate unless
taken to court.

Permit holders range from local retired people, general hunting=-
fishing-trapping enthusiasts, out-of-state vacationers, commercial
fishermen, and simply "old river rat" types. These permittees
often abuse and manipulate adjacent property, government frontage,
and often railroed right-of-ways. Trees, brush, and grass are
often cut, and boathouse owners commonly construct suxiliary
storage sheds, latrines, concrete and rubble "bank protection.”
Frequently stacked sbout in various fashions are debris piles,
lumber, old barrels, trash barrels, discarded boathouse support
cables, and general litter. In some cases human wastes and sink
drains dump directly into the river. On the other hand, occasion=
ally one finds lush lawns, picnic tables, well~kept structures,
and very little debris.

Areas downstream from boathouse clusters inevitably are collecting
centers for jettisoned boathouse and dock artifacts that floated
away before snagging up. Some debris such as water-filled barrels
tend to move about only during periods of high water.

Bosthouses are quite vulnersble to vandalism and theft, snd thus
create problems for county law enforcement personnel. Little or no
night-lighting plus part-time occupancy, compounded by "party"
woekends, seem to invite these problems. Enforcement of litter

and fish and game laws is also very difficult in boasthouse areas.
%hen the district personnel are off duty and away from the refuge,
others are living on the refuge all hours of the night and day.
Temptation to over-limit on fish and gams by making a few trips
back and forth to bosthouses are not resisted. Pre-season trapping
capers sometimes originiate st boathouses, and many other schemes
to circumvent fish and game regulations utilize boathowes for bases.
Waterfowl are especially affected, because 38 boathouses are
located in the Wisconsin Islands Waterfowl Closed Area in Pool 8.

it least one inspection of the structures is made each year to check
for compliance with permit conditions. Inspections of bosthouses
indicate that the mejority have one or more major violations. The
two most prevalent violstions are: (1) Fallure to have flotation bar-
rels (msthtthumummmﬂodbym-ptyw-gdlmmr-
age drums) filled with polyurethane to prevent sinking, and (2) Use
of the structure for “"permanent or temporary living quarters,”

which is a direct violation of Corps permit conditions.

Unfortunately, the regulation concerning elimination of habitable
structures on public conservetion and recrestion areas admind stered
by the Department of the Interior (Title 43 of CFR, past 21)
apparently does not apply to Corps-pemmitted boathouses on the

district. Rmmﬁmmw Corps personnel
indicate a possible willingness to cance perﬁ%hs hﬁf;‘ing serio us

violations. Even if this does ever occur, however, the question of
how to physically Temove the material from the river has not been
satisfactorily answered. Past refuge experience with abandoned
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boathouses indicates that complete removal ahd debris clean-up
of one structure with our limited squipment requires 6~10
man-days and is a hazardous operstion. Preliminary indications
are that the federal court system may be hesitant to take in the
significant workload that a sericus "bosthouse clesn-up”

operation might inwvolve.

A partially sunken "typical" boathouse structure -- removal of this
structure (junk) was not easy or quick. Dist. slide file (PTS)

In summary, administration of Corps of Engineer permits and licences
(particularly bosthouse pemmits), is a substantial task for
district personnel. Boathouses on the district are gensrally inco~
mpatible with refuge objectives and should probably be eliminated.
Accomplishment of this task will require extensive effort and
cooperation involving the Fish and Wildlife Sexvice, the Corps,
Departments of Hatural Resouces in the effected states, and

federal - state cowxt systems, district sttorneys, etc. District
perspnnel anxiously await for some kind of sction to result from
much effort and agony already put into resolving the problem.



Wocd duck use on the district ls
t counts, weekly population estimates, brood
mdhnd!macuviths.

Brood Counts that were conducted in July, 1974, showed an increase
compared to July, 1973. Thirty bzoods were sighted for s totsl of
228 young. This represents a 49X incwease in broods sighted and
a increase in young per brood compared to 1973.

brood size went fyom & in 1973 to 7.6 in 1974. From this data the
total production for the summer was calculated at 2,280 birds
with s breeding population of 300,

In August, wood duck Landing were conducted with baited
swin-in ¢ traps. Unlike years, conditions were excellent
and 253 were banded in two weeks. The following gex-age
informstion was obtained from the banding sample:

Total Banded - 33

lmber of Locals : 10 (2.5%)
Number of Immatures ; 149 sﬁ&ﬂg
fhmber of Adults . JOG 41.1%
Adult ‘Males: Adult Femaleg ~=- 12
Sub-adult Malegy Sub-adu /t Female 872

Total Male: Female . 165188

ummh:m"mwutmummymh
a trapping blas at this timp of the year. The total wood duck
pmm@mamummmmv&m

at 2,600 birds. With 52,8% of the banded birds being lmmeture, we
mmz,mmwmmuhamm'm
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River were a major study area for migrating canvasback.
Dr. David Trauger, biologist with the Northern Prairie Wildlife
Fesearch Center at Jamestoum, N.D. again headed the team of

The primery objectives thi follows
!1) remmm :::m.:nm .

concentration areas st La Crosse and Keokuk Pools, particularly
the wintering distribution from these points using color-marked

- (2) To detemmine the abundence, compostion, and chronology
of staging on the river during mi :

3) To test serial photography techniques to determine
| '(4) To delineate the principal feeding and determine
(3 arsas :
the food organisms utilized.

5; To test the use of radio telemetyy.

6) To determine the significance and neture of environmental
contanination of food used by canvasback.

(7) To detemmine the type and levels of various envirommental
pollutants in canvasback. - :
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blue. An additional thirteen birds were recaptured, most of
which were banded at Chesapeske Bay and along the Atlantic
Sesboard the previous winter.

One observation made is that the number of birds on the Mississippi
River pools is grester than those observed on Chesapeske Bay
during the winter. Thiso lesds researchers to believe that

some of the birds winter more widely dispergéd than was originally
believed. Peak populations on the river exceeded last year's
mmbers with more than 120,000 recorded at La Crosse in late
October and 80,000 observed st Keokuk, Iowa in mid-Hovember.

A coordinabed canvasback census was conducted in early November
with cooperation of federal, state, and provincial personnel.
Although a complete tabulation for the Uniped States and Canada
is unavailable yet, 246,340 canvasback were counted in Region 3
and Ontaric. Another interesting which is

indicative of the canvasbacks' pli 8 the faet that males out-mumber
the females by a substential maxgin. Dx. Trauger feels this is due
to the females being more wulnerable to the gun in hunting season
and that they are more subject to predators during nesting sesson.

Qolor marked canvasbacks were obsdrved throughout the fall period.
District personnel observed five blue canvasback on the vefuge in
the November 22 waterfowl count. /‘bout 37,000 canvesback were in
the pool 7 and € area at that time. Our last sighting occurred
Dacember 9,'when one blue "ean” was seen. Total district
population on 12/9 was spproximately 53 birds. Even though we
had 364,525 canvesback use days in the spring, no color marked
birds were seen. At the present time, we have no information on
carbasback sightings made in other arveas of the countxy.

In the fall, canvasback concentrations and research activities
are accompanied by the waterfowl hunting season. A detailed
discussion of the hunt can be found in section VI of this report.
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and sport fishemmen, pleasure boaters and sightseers. Li

to thi p::u e vt of smplots & Solutions
8 em seem ve of ete

leke, @ 1ikely ispossible messurs. a—————

In sumary, it would seem something would have to sooner
or later, lnlmmkwimuimmﬁ!&mu&
8 limited food ly existing in the gloged areas? Can canvasback
be reasonabily ed from hunters? the canvasback be
forced to find suitable habitat else where assuming there is

gsome that is not being used? When one-~third to one~half of the

D. : In Cctober 1974, the Grest River Environmental Action
Team T) was established for the purpose of coordinating activ-
{ties of several agencies dealing with the upper Mississippi River.
The participating sgencies ave the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sexvice,
Environmental Protection igency, U.S. Ammy Corps of Engineefs,
Soi] Conservation Sexvice, Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Department
of Transportetion, the Minnesote-¥isconsin Boundary irea Commission,
and the stotes of Minnesote, Wisconsin, end lows. GREAT is under
the suspices of the Upper Mlssissippi River Basin Commission to
which all the puticipsun? agencies belong. Joseph Seott (USFWS) .
and Willlem Pearson (Corps) sre acting co-chaiwmen. Input,
however, is not limited to these egencles, but is sctively solicited
from citizens. Town meetings are held up and down the river to get
citizen resctions and ideas on river problems, since it was these
problems that precipitated the formatlon of GREAT. In recent years
' of the navigation channel has come into divect confliet
with existing wildlife and fish habitst. DBocause of this, dred-
ging will eceive much asttention. 4 significant reduction of
dredging material to be removed will be sought, se well 28 finding
productive uses for the materisl end stabilizing disposel sites.

The (REAT team is divided into 11 work groups with the lead agency
w&wtmmstomﬂuintglmmkwmm&tm
group. The Figh and Wildlife Service heeds two groups, nemely side-
channel openings and fish and wildlife management. La Crosse
District personnel hsve participsted in several groups, belng
particularly useful in identlfying filled-in sloughs and select~
ing suggested locations for speil deposit. Hopefully GREAT will
be instrmental in developing 2 multi-use concept for the river
resources, Each ageney must recognize and respect the functlons
of others and presesve the river's unique characteristics for
future genexations. ;
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E. Wt The main navigation channel of the Mississippi
River es thousands of tons of material each season vie barge and
towboat. Bulk shipments of crude oll, gasoline, and other petroleum
products are not uncommon. A test exercise was thus planned to de-
termine how a real splll would be « On June 4 the Jd}y Roger,
& fictitious barge, hit a wing dam neer Lock & Dam 8 st Genoa, Wis.

The hit triggered the test which put the Wis. Dept. of Natural Resources,

the Iowa Conservation Comm., end Minn. Dept. Of Pollution Controlj
plus personnel of the Coxps of Engineers, the U.S. Fih snd Wildlife
Service, the Coast Guard, and EFA into action. The event caused a
chain of telephone calls which produced men and equipmbnt on the spot
with varying degrees of success. The exercise pointed out how vul-
nerable the river is to such 2 disaster. The bssic problem was
having proper equipment svailable in time to do any good. 01l booms
had to be brought in from Madison, Wis, (65 miles), to complete a
500-foot section by the Wisconsin DMR, All other agenciee did not
Mmas:i-wmme!muwwﬁsmddiﬂml%
the test site.

On June 14 & follow-up exercise was held with local Wisconsin DR
and refuge personnel. The objective was to test waterfowl hazing
devices including shell crackers, SCHAM rockets, and the "Zon" gun.
In case of & spill these devices would be used to scare birds out

of an area until the materiszl could be ¢leaned up or moved on down-
stresm. Our concern has grown in the past four years because of the
increasing lmportance of the area to canvasbacks snd redheads during
fall migration. A substantial el spill, or other hazardous material,
at the right time could wipe out a major portion of the entire can~
vasback population.



Vi. PUBLIC RELATICNS

The La Crosse District had 521,000 visits in FY75., The peak month
was July when 104,700 people visited the refuge. Guw:luv spnki.ng.
public use activity was down slightly from FY74. Weather condi
and how the ﬂtbmbiungm:tbuhﬁnautmﬁmmﬁdw:
use from year to year. Many visitors indulged in several activities
during sach visit. For example, a family group may have fighed,
hiked, and picknicked in one outing. A breaskdown of visits this
year by ackivity indicates: fishing-204,805, hunting-46,009,
wildufmrlmt-d recreation-226,745, and non-wildlife oxiented
recreation-441,71%.

As 3+ By far the bi hunt on the refuge is duck hunt-
ing with 46,095 pecple participating in FY75 on the district. A
total of 6,119,000 duck use days and 55,000 goose use days occurred
during the hunting season. Unfortunately for the hunters, most of
the use was in the waterfowl closed areass, plus the fsct thst canvas-
back and redhesd, with 3,299,000 use days, were illegal birds on the
river. As last year, & joint effort was made with the Wisconsin DNR
in collecting hunter pressure and kill data for the river. All
hunter car counts and bag checks were set up before the seasen
random fashion by date, time of day, and location. The entire sux-
vey was programmed for computer snalysis and was designed to remove
sampling errors and hias.

The Wisconsin duck season opened at noon Cet. 2 and closed Howve 20.
The point system was selacted by the state with canvasback and red-
head being 1llegal blrde on the river. The Minnesota season zTan
from noon Oct. 2 through Hov. 15. TMWthm'
;nmt;suthaummexoummm.mmmm save
ocal ducks.

At the close of the secason the following dats were sumarized by

per trip was 0.94. A sesson total of 37,375 hunters bagged 385,317
birds and lost or crippled 8,336 others. In Hinnesota the sverage
nuuber of ducks taken per hunter per trip was l.21. A season total
of 8,720 hunters bagged 10,590 bixde and lost or cxippled 5,708,

Both states combined ghow that 46,095 hunters begged 45,907 birds
with 14,044 erippled or lost. Easch hunter bagged 0.96 birds per
trip. The crippling was 0.31 bixds compared to those in the bage

The average hunt lasted 3.63 hours. The harvest was broken down

by specles with the following percentages found: mallaxrd-41.3%,

wood duck-15.2%, B teal-12.28, Wltt-m.% Gé teal~-7.2%,
pintail-2.7%, gadwall-2.5¥, ringneck-2.0¢, black duck-1.3,
bufflehead and common merganser-1.1¥, scaup-0.91%, and ruddy, scoters,
shovelers, snd goldeneye occasionally taken.
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Compared to FY74 the waterfowl harvest was identical (45,450); how-
ever, the similarities ended hore. The total number of hunters in-
creased 34% and the number of lost or crippled birds increased 32%
this year. The camvasback which enjoyed excellent protection in

FY74, reslly "took it on the chin” in FY75. A detailed explanation
of this follows under Viglations in this section.

Canada goose hunting success appeared to have picked up even though

fall populstions have remained fairly constant recent years.
fbout 50 geese were harvested, most of which were 2 "bonus” bird for
duck hunters. / handful of hardy hunters do hunt gesse on the refuge
after the duck season clogses.

Waterfowl hunting sccounted for 46,095 of the 46,999 hunter visits
vecorded in FY75, The remalnder was distributed among hunting of
wiite-talled deer, rabbits, squirrels, raccoon, fox, ruffed grouse,
snipe, and woodcock.

B. VIOLATIONS: Illegal shooting of canvasbacks was the of
violation which drew the most attention, both logally and ice-
wide in FY73. The tremendous increase in canvasbeck numbers has
already been discussed in Section V of this zeport. Early in the
duck season "cans” tended to concentrate more in Pool 7 than Pool 8,
in the first half of November the distribution on the two pools was
appzoximtalrmm.mdhtainthommlnugeolm
may have ogcurred because mumbers in the two pools fluctuated much.

Unfortunately, the number of canvasbacks killed by hunters on the
district this year increased st 2 much gveater rate than did the
number of cans « In October "cans" wers shot in significant mmbers
in the Gikbs Chute - Upper Brices Prairie ares of Pool 7. In

this ares and this, combined with news of cur enforcement offorts in
the area, seemed to greatl
of November "cans" an using sreas wel
public hunting aress in the Stodderd vicinity of Pool 8. During the
last two weeks of season, therefore, numerous "cans” were killed and
crippled by ignorant and "outlaw™ hunters in this ares. In sddition
to these two problem aress, two instances of intentlonal canvasback
slaughter occurzed in the Bell and Rosebud Islands ares of Peol 7,
with 17 being taken from one blind. .Also, 1-2 hunting perties hunted
two days on Fed Oak Island (Pool 7) where 30,000 to 50,000 "cans®
wers concentrated.

Un the following page is 2 compardson of statistics for the past
three years since canvasbacks have been protected on the river.

Of course, these figures represent only a frection of the actual
loss of canvasbacis. Many reports were received of canvasbacks
belng killed or crippled, and a thorough search for dead and
¢rippled birds was not possible.

:
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1972 50,500 11 0 "Open-water hunting” legal in
, Vernon County (Pool 8)

nformat.

1973 86,000 1 3

1974 121,500 12 32 Bart Foster (UMi) & Dave Hammes
' (Wis. D) were both retired, no

1ipproximate average of ground & aerial counts.
2Does not include cases.

Reasons for the tremendous jump in the canvasback kill are unclear.
Observations and untested theories, both by district personnel and
the canvasback research team, indicate that the late season concen-
tration of “"cans” in the Stoddard public hunting area may have been
in response to a somewhat depleted food supply within the adjacent
#isconsin Islands Closed Area.

Also, the absence of "stump" or open-water hunters, in accordance
with Wisconsin regulations for Vernon County, allowed the “"cans" to
feed and rest in these stump areas without excessive harassment.
Most canvasback Mmm“-mxam.wmm
early morning and late evening when the "cans" were flying in and
eutotthcstw:mcuﬂmcxtmlywimabhummm'
islands scattered around the vicinity. The sight of hundreds and
mmao!m:atmmmmin skimming at tree-top

closure in Vernon County may have been a mixed blessing; "cans"
were encouraged to use stump areas and were vulnerasble to surrounding
island=-based hunters.

Shortage of enforcement personnel may have contributed somewhat to
the 1974 kill of canvasbacks. The Wisconsin DiE had at least one
enforcement vacancy during the season, Gus DBonde (Madison Special
Agent) was unable to work on the river, this was R's first year
without the able enforcement servigces of Bart Foster, and District
mmma'mm-nmnmmm-onmm
familiarity with the district. The problem was compounded by the
rigid Mlco!wem-whgmoauﬁﬁchdmm
time and often foiled enforcement efforts in certain key areas and
at critical times.

Solutions to the canvasback kill problem are not simple. Enlarging
present closed areas, particularly to include the Stoddard "stump
area,” should benefit canvasbacks. Such action, however, would un-
doubtedly be met with tremendous hunter opposition since discriminat-
ing hunters sometimes enjoy good success on mallards and divers in
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this area. blove drastic (and probably more effective) measures

could include closure of all the Vernon portion of Pool 8
and the Lake Onalaska on of Pool 7. A up” of en-
forcement efforts, with effective news releasses and pub~

licity concerning viclations, should also help alleviate the problem.

were being crippled and killed by duck hunters in spite of
education and enforcement efforts. We must take a long and haxd look
at our regulations and other means to protect canvasbacks if the La

Crosse District is to continue its very vital role in the wel-
fare of this valusble wildlfie resource.

3 tree cutting
structure on govermment p v, 1 snowmcbile trespass, 3 fishing
with too lines, 1 commorcial fishing in the wrong state, 2
trapping wi refuge tagh, 1 trapping before secason,

Msmmmmwmﬂmgum The vexy
boundaries of the district touch on five cities with 75,000 people
along 35 miles of river. The proximity of so many people with
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unlimited access to the district makes it essential that refuge pro-
grams and purposes be understood. It was proven this year that ig-
norance is still rampant concerning even the very gxistencs of a
national wildlife refuge on the upper Mississippi River,

On February 27 an illegal cabin was discovered on refuge lands west
of French Island, Wisconsin. Four people were encountered playing
cards in the structure and were discrestly informed of the trespass.
Although nobody admitted owning or building the cabin, they all
agreed to dispose of it. Their original plan to skid it over the
ice and snmow to private land could not be accomplished without ree
moving more trees, so it was eventually burned on the spot.

Illegal cabin on refuge land -~ French Island ares. (FTS)

One of the individuals involved with the cabin had also trespassed
with a snommobile. Present refuge regulations do not pemit sno-
mobiles on refuge lands; however, travel on the ice is permitted.
With the maze of islands and sloughs on the river it is difficult
for a snowmobile to get from one place to another without crossing
some land. It is even more difficult to enforce this lew without
the use of a snowmobile. Consequently, violations are common and
the relatively new law has yet to be tested in federal court by this
refuge.

On Merch 2,eight people were apprehended removing and cutting trees

on refuge lands on Goose Island without pemmits. All of the indivi-
duals were local residents and should have known better. When en-
countered, they had already cut 7 birch and a huge black ash (30 in. DBH).



85 year-old black ash tree illegally cut on Goose Island. lote

id
the quarter on stump. District slide file (PTS).

On February 6 s violation of Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act
was discovered on Blue Lake near La Crescent, Minnesota. The
Forest Products Co. was observed sawmill wastes divectl

the ice and water of Blue Lake. logical Sexvices, Minn. Dept. of
Pollution Control, EPA, and Corxpe personnel were notified. Photos and
samples were taken and the illegal practice wes stopped. All meterie
als in violation were removed by early summer.

Muammuﬁmm. Becesuse of a legal dispute ovar

ownership of the site, removal was postponed. It appears that
the sign will be removed early in FY76.
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C. IRAPPING: 4s pointed out in Section IV, the number of fur trap-
pers on the La Crosse District has increased tremendously over the
past few yars, more than doubling in the four years since 1570-71
(262 to 563). Probable reasons for this increase are several in-
cluding the following: (1) ease of access to the refuge via boat
docks, boathouses, mmerous privete and public landing and liveries,
and hundreds of boats and skiffs chained to trees all over the
districty (2) ease of trapping--availability of the easy-to-use
Conilbear trap combined with the ready accessabllity of many trapping
areas; (3) high fur prices have made fur trapping a

venture as well as & sport, thus sttracting trappers with character-
istics far removed from those of a true sportsman; and (4) the lack
of close supervision or rigorous enforcement of trepping regulastions--

unlike many duck hunters, trappers do not get the feeling of being
watched,

The increase in trapping pressure has understandably escalated
associated problems, primarily waaﬂmmﬂ
gmnwme!w&tvinth "sport” of fur trapping.
ailure to upgrade the situation could lead to an erosion of public
confidence and support of refuge personnel and programs.

Preseason muskrat trapping, often by using illegal "box" traps which
mm*m,m on the district this year. In

nmwm mmwmy.mmw
viclations occuring. Ia:pihofum?’bm-hwnafmw
district personnel, most of them donated, no strong cases on hard-
corz violators were made.

Two basic types of individuals caused problems during this preseason
period. Least serious but fairly numerous were school boys checking

§ to 12 conventional after school uMi or
| . traps hours, mmw

iE
I
i
i
i
ié
Qs
]
:
g

Factors encouraging early trapping include the fellowing:
(1) State season on muskrats opens in adjscent areas prior to

IS e e Tt

3anmte refuge provides quick means of rumning
111 traps and relatively easy escape or

4) lost early trapping is during duck seasonj thus box traps
can be set and run by apparent duck hunters, and the large number of
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I=0-fifds During February the annual La Crosse Sport
was I at the Mary E, Sswyer Auditorium. Traditionslly, the
refuge exhibits a main floor display and continually shows films to
interested viewers. On thism!ncmdlduhpg;ﬁm,

{ B

live waterfowl, trapping ex moduler displays,
noN-gamne -mxi:. display nami:ira of an antique collection of stuffed
birds, a stuffed bald eagle, and bird wetching material such as

binoeulars, field gulde, bixd lists, ete. The Genoa National
Fish Hatchexy exhibited an aquarium with natiwe fish and provided
people to help staff the exhibit during the evert, Total
~attendence was 6,437 pecple. Participation in the ves the
vefuge staff a chanco to ox ' in our programs to the Ce

important aspect of the La Crosse
is telling people about the

it is located. DNational

For two weeks, slide

did anvexcellent job presenting educational end entertaining films
related to wildlife and the environment.

A rookery tour conducted in July for eleven blology students from
La Crescent High School.
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Like La Crogsse District Managers, La Crosse beavers
sometimes lack sufficlent time or equipment to finish jobs,
but at least they think big -~ also known as poor planning.

District slide file (F1IS)
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